
 
St. Elizabeth School Council Minutes 

 
Virtual Team Meet 
October 19, 2020 @ 6:30 
 

In Attendance 

Alison Wills (Chair) 
Constance Guglielmo (Secretary) 

Gail Seward (Treasurer) 

Sheri Urquhart (Spirit) 
Jeniffer Venditti (Teacher Rep) 
Tawn Robinson (Teacher Rep) 
Jo Goossens (Principal) 

Denise Todoroff  
Tara Patterson 

Leslie Tavares 

Niki Arkema 

Kim Zilinski 
Denise Todoroff  
Nelly Osmar 

 

Regrets 

Lori Humphrey 
Danielle Thibeault 
Nicole Nedelko 
Jason Urquhart 

   

 
Welcome and Prayer:  
Meeting called to order at 6:30pm and Jo led us in prayer.  
 

Agenda Item  Notes 

Election of Executive All ● Alison has volunteered and agreed to step forward as Chair for Parent 
Council 2020-2021 

● Alison was nominated by Kim Zilinski and Leslie seconds Alison as Chair 

● All voted in favour of Alison assuming this Executive position 
● Constance volunteered to step forward as Secretary and was nominated 

by Alison. This was seconded by Denise. All voted and in favour of 

Constance as Secretary. 
● Gail was nominated and volunteered as Treasurer. Nominated by Denise 

and seconded by Kim. All voted and in favour. 

● All Executive positions have been filled. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Jo & Alison ● A draft Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and presented by Alison and Jo. 
● We had an opening budget of $8,485.05  
● There is $3000 that has not been withdrawn from the account for a 

previous purchase of projector and laptop.  
● The dance-a-thon gave us a profit of $5,854.00. We also won $1,000 on 

the Catholic Charities Lottery.  

● Our final balance is $13, 624.40 
● Total actual being $5,828.25 with expenditures 

 

Expenditures from 
2019-2020 School Year 

Review 

Alison ● Cameras for Yearbook 

● Valentine Dance 
● Lotteries - $200.00 



● Gum and Water for Spirit Days - $85.00 

● Special Olympics - $400.00 
● Family Support over Christmas and other unexpected circumstances - 

$500.00 

● Given the abrupt school closure in March, most purchases that were 
previously voted on did not happen. The needs of the school this year 

have changed due to Covid-19. 

Proposed Fundraising 
Initiatives 

 

 We propose to do a read-a-thon as our fundraiser this year. This allows us to 
keep to the necessary health and safety protocols and promotes literacy 
while also raising money for St. Elizabeth. 
Potential ideas  
● we could do for a two-week period, students will log all reading and have 

this signed by their teacher (for reading completed at school) or by a 
parent (for reading completed at home).  

● Each day at school during this two-week period will include 30 minutes 
of DEAR (drop everything and read). Jen suggested that this time block 
might be too long and impose on lesson plans. Constance suggested that 

the allotted independent reading time be used toward the fundraiser to 
promote equality without interfering with the normal school day. Jen 
agreed this would be more manageable from a teaching perspective and 

suggested the time slot be shorter to 15 minutes instead. 
● Suggest awarding a Chromebook as the top prize, Indigo gift cards and 

some other smaller prizes 

● Alison raised the concern about spending money without having a 
fundraiser due to the unpredictability of the future. Typical “take home” 
fundraising initiatives also will not be suitable this year. A read-a-thon 

would allow even a class in quarantine to participate where typical 
fundraising initiatives would not allow for this. A potential downfall of a 
read-a-thon would be equality and skill level of the reader. However, this 

could be addressed by having students earn ballots according to the # of 
days read or time spent reading along with the # of books read. 

● Kim suggested adding a physical aspect to fundraising initiatives as well. 

Gail suggested that winter activities be incorporated into this. Submitting 
the best photo of a snowman that was built, for example.  

● Tawn explained that they were thinking of incorporating the physical 

activity aspect via a  suggested  Zumba-thon in the Spring. Mission Day is 
likely not possible this year. Instead the Zumba-thon could be used to 
raise money for Charities. Some Gr. 8 involvement in planning could be 

used. 
● Nelly addressed the concern about how much time would be spent in 

class reading (initially 30min time blocks each day devoted to 
read-a-thon) and that normally a fundraiser would be done outside of 

school hours.  
● Members voted in favour of the Read-a-thon. More plans and details to 

be arranged.  

Proposed School 
Council Purchases 

 

 Jo had the order form ready for the Science equipment, then schools were 
closed. We will put this on hold for now because students cannot share 
equipment due to COVID safety protocols. 



Jo has purchased programs that students can use both in school and at 
home, and would like to build on this, so that in the event of school closure, 
students and teachers would have access to quality programs to make as 
seamless a transition as possible. This was purchased from the school funds. 

● Jo proposes asking Council to purchase: 
IXL Math for the teachers who have requested it (148 licences + 

Special Education licences). It costs $1,575 for 150 licences for the 
year. They are sold in batches of 25. 
Alison agrees that this resource coincides with learning at home and 

is structured with multiple choice questions and various lessons. 
● Tawn and Jen like that it offers an explanation with the answers. It 

also provides another way of completing work without pencil and 

paper and allows students with a tool to bridge the gap in their 
learning given the amount of time spent out of school due to Covid  

● Document cameras: Students are unable to share textbooks while 
keeping a safe distance, and copyright laws mean that teachers 

cannot scan the books to project them. This would also be useful for 
synchronous learning in the case of a sudden closure. The total cost 
for the cameras including tax is $2,257.25 for 12 

● There are 4 or 5 in the school that are all currently being used 

● These can also be used for virtual read-a-long with kids in class 

Review of 
Expenditures and 

Purchases (including 
from the Board) 

Alison ● Alison reports based on a review of the financials, the lawn signs for 
the Gr. 8 Grads of 2020 were $440.00. This was paid for by school 

funds and Council normally contributes $500.00 towards Gr. 8 Grad. 
Alison proposes that Council covers the $440.00 and allocates the 
usually $500.00 this year as well.  

● Alison motions to have this cost covered by Council. Leslie seconds 
this Motion. All voted in favour. 

● Math Up, IXL, Raz Kids – have all been purchased by the School. 

Knowledgehook is also available to students (provided by the Board) 
● Leslie motions to have all proposed expenditures including 

document cameras and IXL to be covered by Council. Kim seconds 

the Motion and all vote in favour. 

 

 Principal Report 
 

Jo ● Current enrollment of students enrolled in in-school learning is 305 

● Safety Measures: Everyone wears masks. There are hand sanitizing 
stations at every entrance and in classrooms. Students have 
scheduled washroom breaks to avoid cohorts mixing. Classrooms are 

set up with student desks spaced apart and facing the same way. All 
students have learning pack with individual tools for learning. 

● Preparation in Case of School Closure: we have purchased Math-Up 

and Raz Kids. The board has provided Nelson reading kits for older 
students, and Scholastic licences for Grades JK – 3. We can also 
access Knowledgehook and this is currently being used in many 

classrooms. 
● Math: We have a new Ontario Math curriculum so most of my 

budget has been spent on ensuring that teachers have access to the 

most up-to-date Math materials. Over the last two years I have 



invested in professional learning material for teachers on number 

talks, number strings and Marion Small handbooks. The Marion 
Small resources fit perfectly with MathUp. It is still a daily 
requirement for teachers to have number talks and number strings, 

and this is an important part of fulfilling the Ministry’s focus on the 
fundamentals of mathematics. 

● Religion: We have not lost our focus on Catholicism, even though we 

are unable to meet for masses and liturgies. We will be having a 
virtual Holy Rosary presentation from the Intermediate classes on 
Wednesday. Daily Christian meditation still plays an important role, 

both for our faith formation and mental wellbeing. 
● Virtual Open House: Since we were unable to hold a “Meet the 

Teacher” evening, staff have put together an online open house. This 
occurred a little later than we would have liked, due to losing a 

teacher to St. Isidore and therefore needing to re-shuffle classes. 

 
 
Next Meeting: Monday December 7th, 2020 
 
Suggested Schedule of meetings: September 21 

 October 19 
 December 7 
  January 25 
 February 21 
 April 12 
 May (Family of Schools Mass and meeting?) 

 
 


